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POINTERS 


Prayer for Christian Unity will be offered by Christians of many 
and diverse loyalties during the eight days from January 18th to 
25th. It is a world-wide observance in which all Christians, 
whatever may be their allegiance, can and should take part, for 
_its sole object is to pray for that unity for which Christ Himself 
prayed. Putting aside controversy, and the consideration of the 
human ways and means by which unity may be sought, all can 
pray that unity may come in God's way and in God's time. 

Two sets of literature have been prepared for use in the observ- 
ance of the week and may be obtained, the one on application to 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Committee, Lord Halifax 
House, 6 Hyde Park Gate, London, $.W. 7, the other on applica- 
tion to. Mr. R. L. Elderton, Hon. Secretary, Church Unity Octave 
Council, Egdean, Fittleworth, Sussex. In U.S.A., application 
should be made to the The Chairman, Week of Prayer for Christian | 
Unity, 2101 Sixty-fifth Avenue, Philadelphia 38, Penna. In each 
case a contribution, anything from a few pence upwards, should 
be sent to assist in meeting the heavy cost of printing and distribu- 


tion. 
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Lambeth and Reunion Schemes other than the experiment in 
South India, are the subject of an article by the Rev. Harold Riley 
printed on page 29. Fr. Riley will be well known to most of our 
English readers as the Secretary of the Church Union since 1944, 
and to many of our American and other overseas readers as the 
chief organizer of the recent Anglo-Catholic Congress, and the 
International Priests’ Convention which preceded it. The article 
points out the cautious attitude adopted by the Lambeth Con- 
ference towards the various schemes and proposals for reunion 
which were brought before it, and shows how some of the things 
for which C.D.C.P. has fought have been recognized as necessary. 
The more the Lambeth Report is examined, thé more it seems clear 
that the Council has not laboured in vain and that its work must ‘ 


be continued. 


a ™ 4 


The Position of the Orthodox Churches with regard to reunion is 
stated in a letter to the Secretary of the Council from the Most 
Reverend Mar Theodosios, O.1.C., Metropolitan of the Orthodox 
Syrian Church of India, of which, by his kind permission, we print 
the relevant part on page 28. Before going on to that statement, * 
the Metropolitan congratulates the Council on “ the very useful : 
work ”’ which it is doing, and asks that copies of every issue of 
Faith and Unity may be sent to him. The Metropolitan’s first 
visit to England took place in 1933, in connection -with the 
_centenary celebrations of the Oxford Movement: in 1937 he 
‘accompanied His Holiness the Catholicos to take part in the 
World Conference on Faith and Order at Edinburgh : his third 
visit, from which he has recently returned to India, was primarily 
for the purpose of attending the Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at Amsterdam. 


* * * | 

The Situation in Nandyal should have been eased by the visit of 
the Metropolitan, summarized on page 31. Certainly the ordina- 
tion of four priests on October 24th, in the Church of the Holy 
Cross, Nandyal, will be of very great help in the ministration of 
the sacraments to the faithful in the area. At the High 
Mass, in the course. of which the ordination took place, the 
Metropolitan was celebrant, assisted by Fr. Jonathon as deacon 
and Fr. Rumsey as sub-deacon. Fr. Sambayya, the Commissary, 
acted as archdeacon and presented the candidates. But these 
men are beginning their priestly ministry in very difficult circum- 
stances, and we should remember them in our prayers. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN PROPOSALS FOR INTER- 
COMMUNION 


These proposals are the subject of a pamphlet with the above 
title, written by the Bishop of Newcastle, New South Wales, with 
a preface by the Bishop of London, and published by S.P.C.K., 
London, in 1948, at 2s. 

The proposals themselves were considered and commented on 
at the Lambeth Conference (cf. Resolution 58, and Committee 
“Report, Part II, pages 52-55), where the disadvantages of the 
scheme were plainly set forth, namely, the failure to provide 
- sufficiently for growth into organic union, and the fact already 
emphasized in the report on South India that catholicity involves 
more than the possession of an undoubtedly valid ministry 

Other objections at once suggest themselves. On catholic 
principles the Church is organized on an episcojial basis. All the 
faithful, both clergy and laity, are subject to episcopal jurisdic- 
tion, while this scheme leaves the non-episcopal bodies outside it. 


THE MUTUAL FORMULA 


With regard to ordination by means of a mutual formula, the 
Lambeth Committee points out that this fails to conform to the 
1920 offer of a mutual commission which was made conditional 
on terms of union having been otherwise satisfactorily adjusted. 
The proposed formula itself in its first lines, “* Receive the Holy 
Ghost for the widef’exercise of thy ministry in the Church”, 
assumes that the non-episcopal minister already possesses the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, essential for the ministry of the Church, 
though the second sentence, *‘ Take thou authority to preach the 
Word of God and to-minister Christ's Sacraments,” seems to deny 
this. The following words, * In fulfilment of the ministry of 
- reconciliation,” do not really convey the authority to absolve, 
which can hardly be included under ministering * Christ's 
Sacraments ’’, if by these are meant only the ‘“‘ two Sacraments 
ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel ’’. 

Lastly, as has been pointed out to your reviewer by an experi- 
_ enced priest from New Guinea, Anglican Catholic Christians would 

feel hopelessly out of place in attending a Lord’s Supper ad- 
ministered with elements other than those of bread and wine, and 
without any liturgy which they could recognize as such. Nor does 
there seem to be any provision demanding that all ministers must 
have been baptized. 


EDWARD SyMONDs, C.R. 
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LETTER FROM MAR THEODOSIOS 


I am one of those Bishops of the Orthodox Church in India 
highly interested in the reunion movements. It is very unfortu- 
nate that the South India Church has come into existence at the 
compromise of historic episcopate and doctrinal demands. There 
cannot be and ought not to be any reunion in any part of ‘the 
world except on the basis of unity in Faith, Doctrines, Sacraments, 
Orders, and Worship, as we Orthodox would put it. In other 
words, the irreducible minimum basis for reunion should be the 
acceptance by the uniting Churches of the undivided Faith of the 
Holy Catholic Church before its division into East and. West 
before the eleventh century. Any scheme of reunion which does not 
satisfy this demand is a mere farce, and will only widen the gulf 
of separation between Churches instead. of narrowing it. And it 
will prove a hindrance to the, wider reunion of Churches on 
Catholic and Apostolic basis for which we all long and pray. A 
mere federation of denominations or communions as they exist 
on a sort of common factor basis is no reunion at all. 


THE TRUE IDEAL OF UNITY 


The reunion of Churches which we the Orthodox visualize is 
an organic unity of Churches resulting from unity in Faith, Doc- 
trines, Sacraments, Orders, and Worship. By this, what we aim 
at is not uniformity, but diversity in unity based on absolute 
doctrinal agreements. Mere verbal agreements of terms or words 
will not do. They should mean the same thing for all the uniting 
Churches. I suppose I have expressed my mind clearly in these 
few sentences. You may always count on my encouragement and 
support in your endeavour to uphold the Catholic Faith. — 

With blessings, 
Yours in our Lord, 
% Mar Tueoposios, O.1.C., 
Metropolitan of the Orthodox Syrian Church of India. 


THE METROPOLITAN’S COMMISSARY 
IN NANDYAL 


Fr. Sambayya will shortly be leaving Nandyal to resume his 


work at Bishop's College, Calcutta, and will later be coming on 
furlough to England and U.S.A. The Metropolitan has recorded 
his appreciation of Fr. Sambayya’s work at Nandyal, where he 
has displayed phenomenal patience and forbearance in the face of 
every hindrance to his work. To succeed him as Commissary the 
Metropolitan has nominated Fr. E. J. Wyld, an English priest, 
_ formerly Principal of the Civil Orphans Asylum, who refused to 
join the C.S.[. We believe that Fr. Wyld has accepted this 


responsible position, and he too will need the assistance of our | 


prayers. 
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LAMBETH AND REUNION SCHEMES 


Apart from the newly constituted Church of South India, there 
are no fewer than fourteen religious bodies or groups with which 
the Lambeth Resolutions dealing with reunion are concerned. The 

variety shown is very great: at the one end there are the Old 
Catholic Churches (both in Europe, and also the Polish National 
Catholic Church in America), with which the Anglican Churches 
are in full communion; at the other end is the (Presbyterian) 
Church of Scotland, concerning which there is no more than a 
‘ proposal to resume the conversations between delegates ’’. There 
is, therefore, the greatest variety, both in the local conditions for 
the various bodies referred to, and in the stages of negotiation 
reached, and also in the traditions of the negotiating bodies them- . 
selves. It is not altogether easy for the reader to get a clear 
picture of the situation dealt with by the Lambeth fathers ; his 
first impression is perhaps that the only clear thing is that the 
Anglican Churches have put out feelers in a great many different 
directions. 

. In general, the Resolutions of the Conference do not show more 
than a willingness: to explore the possibilities in the different areas 
of the world ; it would be difficult to see, im the Resolutions that 
speak particularly of non-Anglican bodies, any definite points at 
which the Conference committed itself to features of reunion 
schemes. The difference between the Resolutions is indeed, to 
some extent, a difference in the warmth of welcome that has been 
given to proposals from the various sources. For example, the 
Conference recorded its opinion that the proposed scheme for 
reunion in Ceylon is “among the most promising of the various 
schemes of its type in different parts of the world ’’, and in dealing 
with North India, recommended that account should be taken * of 
the proposals made in Ceylon’’. Perhaps the other extreme to 
this commendation may be found in the reference to the Lusitanian 
and Spanish Reformed Churches, about which the —— asked 


for an enquiry and report. 


LESSONS FROM SOUTH INDIA 


South India has at any rate had one merit: it has revealed 
what are some of the points at which the gravest difficulties may 
arise when reunion schemes are in the air. That this has not been | 
ignored is clearly shown in the Lambeth Resolutions, and in 
particular in Resolution 56. Here there are five “ counsels and 
considerations "’ set out to ** guide the Churches of our Com- 
munion in future approaches to reunion’’; not all of those 
reflect the experience gained through the South India episode, but 
three of them clearly do. The points that they make are as 
follows: (1) that there should be an investigation of the theo- 


- logical issues at the outset of negotiations, and that the help of 
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theologians should be enlisted in framing schemes ; (2) that the 
success of schemes for reunion depends on the unification of the 


ministries of uniting bodies in a form satisfactory to all concerrféd ; - 


and (3) that' the whole Anglican group of. Churches should be 
consulted, either through the Lambeth Conference or in other 
ways, before any part of it finally commits itself to severance from 
the rest. 

These counsels are not only set out in a general statement in 
Resolution 56, but they reappear in other Resolutions dealing with 
particular areas. For instance, it is hoped by the Conference that 


the negotiators for reunion in North India will take account of. 


‘‘the lessons to be derived from South India’’; the Church in 
Iran is advised to seek ** the assistance of theologians ”’, as is also 


the Union Committee in Nigeria. 7 
It will be remembered that the Council for the Defence of Church 


Principles, and others in sympathy with their work, have even 


during the South India episode, striven for the same kinds of safe- - 


guards. The widespread desire that the South India authorities 
should wait for Lambeth before inauguration of their scheme met 
with disappointment. The progress of negotiations in Ceylon, qn 
the other hand, did allow for a more adequate theological contribu- 
tion ; we may recall for example the visit of Fr. Thornton to 
Ceylon on behalf of the Church Union, and the consideration of the 
Ceylon Scheme by the Union's Theological Committee. It is at 
least a gain that some of the lessons of the unhappy development 
of the South India scheme should be taken to heart by those con- 


cerned in other areas. 


~-- REUNION AND THEOLOGY 


The emphasis upon theology is something new in recent official 
statements about reunion. In the past it has too often looked as 
though the appeal to sound theology was regarded as the refuge 
of the obstructionist ; the more urgent plea has been that of 
‘pastoral necessity ’’, which seemed to be intolerant of the 
caution of the theologically minded. Now at last it seems to be 
recognized that satisfactory progress towards reunion will only 
come if theological advice is sought at the beginning, and not left 
to take the form of critical disassociation at the final stages. 

In the next ten years, during the period, that is, between the 
1948 and the next Lambeth Conference, the work of the theo- 
logians will be of special importance, especially in the theology of 
the Church itself. Behind many of the ambiguities from which the 
_Lambeth Report is itself-not free, lies a lack of precise thinking 
about what is meant by the Church, and what is essential to its 
constitution. The real question is not that concerning the 
ministry, but concerning the Church, of which the ministry is an 
organ ; the discussions that have taken place about the meaning 
of the ministry must lead us back to a more adequate theological 
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investigation into the meaning of the Church ; and if this is to be 
fruitful, no final steps must be taken without giving the theologians 
enough time to do their work properly. 


EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 


Relationships between the Anglican Communion and the 
Episcopal Churches of East and West are outside the main pur- 
of this article, but there are two points that call for some 
comment. The first is that the oft-quoted words of previous 
Lambeth Conferences about the “‘ great Latin Church of the 
West’, reappear in the Report of the Committee on Unity, but 
that there is no Resolution, such as those dealing with other 
religious bodies, which deals with the Roman Catholic Church. 
The second is worth making for the sake of accuracy, and con- 
cerns the Rumanian Church. This is referred to on page 70 of 
the Committee Reports, but there is no indication of the close- 
ness of the relations established with the Church in Rumania in 


-1937-. The Chronicle of Convocation of that date records the 


measure of agreement that was reached, and it was pointed out 
by the Archbishop, Dr. Lang, that this might be described as 
“economic intercommunion ’’.. Contrary to the usual practice, 
the report of the Commission appointed by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Patriarch of Rumania, which was accepted 
by Convocation in 1937, was not printed in the Chrontcle, and it is 


perhaps for this reason that the Lambeth Committee did not take 


note of it. | 
The agreement with Rumania, the closest relationship with any 


Orthodox body, is also a reminder of the greater success that has 
accompanied movements for reunion with a 2h: bodies than 


with those of other traditions. 
HAROLD RILEY. 


METROPOLITAN’ S VISIT TO NANDYAL 


His Grace the Metropolitan of India, Burma, and Ceylon, paid 
his promised visit to the continuing Anglicans in the Nandyal area 
in October last, and toured the whole district in a car lent him by 
a local Moslem Nawab, although the Church of South India 
Bishop in Kurnool and Anantapur had tried to prevent his visit, | 
under the recommendation of the Lambeth Conference that his 
consent should be first obtained. 

During his tour the Metropolitan confirmed no less than 1,500 
candidates, and ordained to the priesthood four men who had been 
made deacons before the inauguration of the union, and had refused 
to enter the new. body. 

As well as visiting the continuing Anglicans, the Metropolitan 
received delegations from the C.S.I.- He was greatly distressed by 


- the bitterness and strife everywhere apparent, for which the 


| 

| 
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-enforcing of the union on an unwilling area is solely responsible... 
_ One result of his visit is to give the lie to the contemporary vilifica- 
tion that the continuing Anglicans are the result only of a hundred 
malcontents, and that the movement has no doctrinal basis. 


A Jomnt DECLARATION 


On the conclusion of his tour the Metropolitan met at Bezwada 
the Moderator of the C.S.I. and the Bishops in Kurnool and 
Kistna; the Bishop in Cuddapah was invited, but did not attend. - 
In the face of unbending opposition from the Bishop in Kurnool, 
the meeting issued certain declarations, signed jointly by the 
Metropolitan and the Moderator, of which the most important is 
this : 

* We are agreed that the pre sent situation in. Nandyal is a grave 
danger to the whole future of the Christian Religion in those 
parts. We are clear that it cannot be allowed to continue. The 
implementation of the Union has really failed, and unless the 
opposing bodies can arrive at a settlement which will give good 
hope of a better state of affairs, the Metropolitan and the Moderator 
will jointly request the Executive Committee of the Church of . 
South India Synod in February, definitely to exclude the former 
Archdeaconry of Nandyal from the area in which the Church, of 
South India works. 

‘** In this event such arrangements for the administration of the 
_ area will be made as will ensure equal treatment for all persons, 
whether previously members of the Church of India, Burma and 
Ceylon, or the Church of South India.’ 

Had such an arrangement as this been made before the in- 
auguration of the union, this unhappy stnfe need never have 
arisen. Wise counsel, however, did not then prevail, and the way 
back will be hard. The Bishop in Kurnool is known to oppose 
this suggestion very strongly. It is difficult to see how arrange- 
ments for equal treatment can be made. What is to happen about 
the leaders of the C.S.I. in the area? Coercion into or out of the 
C.1.B.C. will not ensure peace. The solution would seem to have 
been to allow the C.1I.B.C. and the C.S.I. to exist side by side, as 
is the case with the Anglican and other Churches not in com- | 
munion with it. “ Implementation of the Union” has not only 


“really failed '’;, it has caused new and bitter division. 
BERNARD P. BURNETT. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, England. 
Copies of-most back numbers of Fatth and Unity are available and 
can be had from the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 
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